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Driving licences
clamp slammed
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RIGHTS activists and community
leaders have launched a scathing
attack on plans to restrict driving
licences for expatriates earning
less than BD500.
The proposal was contained in a
bill unanimously approved by MPs
last week that could see tough new
punishments for motorists breaking
the law.
Some fines have been quadrupled
as part of attempts to reduce deaths
and serious injuries on Bahrain’s
roads.
Parliament also wants the Interior
Ministry to draw up a list of people
earning less than BD500 who should
be eligible for driving licences within new by-laws that will be issued
later.
But the bill, which has been referred
to the Shura Council for revision, has
caused outrage among many.

By ManDeep Singh
“Hefty fines are welcome and we
are all for it,” said Migrant Workers
Protection Society (MWPS) chairwoman Marietta Dias.
“There is a very strong need for the
authorities to clamp down and try and
reduce the number of accidents on
Bahrain’s roads.”
But Ms Dias said restricting driving
licences to people earning less than
BD500 was not practical.
“It does not make sense,” she said.
“There are countless numbers of
people who have their entire livelihoods dependent on driving.
“People need driving licences to keep their jobs and get new
ones.”
The activist recognised something
needed to be done about increasing
rates of traffic accidents.
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Meanwhile, Bahraini economists
and businessmen also rejected any
such legislation.
Such a bill will tarnish the kingdom’s reputation, they said.
Expatriates account for 35 to 40
per cent of the total car sales in
Bahrain, car dealers told our sister
paper Akhbar Al Khaleej.
Bahrain Car Dealers Association
said the proposed law will affect
many economic and trade sectors,
particularly new and used car sales,
car loans and insurance.
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